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1 Summary 
The whole field of renewable energies is developing so quickly, but is still so little 
considered in actual education and training curricula, that the renewable energy 
sector is risking a shortage of specialised personnel in the medium term. In the area 
of biofuels, this does not only concern the sectors of the economy being directly 
involved in fuel production, but also administrations, the entire agricultural sector and 
the automobile industry. 
The overriding aim of subproject 6 in RENEW was to provide a contribution to 
reduce this foreseeable shortage of specialised personnel. The concrete objectives 
were to establish a series of summer schools on renewable motor fuels, including 
the implementation of summer schools in 2005 and 2007, to organise a gender 
mainstreaming session, and to produce a web-based lecture course on this topic 
and a film on the RENEW project as a whole. 
The first summer school, the 1st European Summer School on Renewable Motor 
Fuels was organised from 29-31 August 2005 on the Environmental Campus of the 
Umwelt-Campus (Environmental Campus), Birkenfeld, of the Polytechnic University 
of Trier, Germany. The second summer school, the 2nd European Summer School 
on Renewable Motor Fuels, was organised from 29-31 August 2007 at the 
Agricultural University of Warsaw, Poland. The proceedings of both summer schools 
have been made available on the RENEW website. In addition, videos of the first 
summer school have been recorded and be made available on DVD. Short versions 
of the videos together with the written proceedings on the website form the web-
based lecture course. Further, a gender mainstreaming session was integrated in 
the 3rd project meeting in Engelberg, in March 2005, and a film on the RENEW 
project was produced. 
A specific contribution of SP6 to the RENEW project as a whole was the 
development of the logo and flyer design in the frame of the 1st summer 
school preparation by the marketing department of B.A.U.M. Consult GmbH. 
On demand of the overall project coordinator, B.A.U.M. allowed to use the 
design also for other purposes in the project, e.g. the flyers with the 
programme of the plenary meetings. 
 

2 Objectives, methodology and main results achieved within SP6 
The whole field of renewable energies is developing so quickly, but is still so little 
considered in actual education and training curricula, that the renewable energy 
sector is risking a shortage of specialised personnel in the medium term. In the area 
of biofuels, this does not only concern the sectors of the economy being directly 
involved in fuel production, but also administrations, the entire agricultural sector and 
the automobile industry. 
The overriding aim of subproject 6 in RENEW was to provide a contribution to 
reduce this foreseeable shortage of specialised personnel. The concrete objectives 
were to establish a series of summer schools on renewable motor fuels, including 
the implementation of summer schools in 2005 and 2007, to organise a gender 
mainstreaming session, and to produce a web-based lecture course on this topic 
and a film on the RENEW project as a whole. 
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3 Training session on gender mainstreaming (WP6.1) 
A one hour training session on gender mainstreaming was organised in connection 
with the third plenary project meeting in Engelberg, Switzerland (1. – 4. March 
2005). The workshop addressed the project partners and trained them on gender 
mainstreaming strategies in projects, making use of existing strategies and 
experience of the project partner EEE. The corresponding documentation was made 
available in deliverable 6.1.2. 
 

4 Development of a concept for a summer school and a web-
based lecture course (WP6.2) 

The concepts for a summer school and a web-based lecture course have been 
established and documented in the deliverables D6.02.01 and D6.02.02. 
Central elements of the summer school concept are: 

• The programme covers the broadest possible range of bio-fuels, including, 
apart from the options researched on in RENEW, also 1st generation bio-fuels 
and new options whose impact is still difficult to estimate. Introducing lectures 
on motor technology, fossil fuels as well as lectures on horizontal issues such 
as potentials, costs, logistics, ecological impact etc. complete the programme. 

• Various means are deployed in order to ensure an intensive exchange among 
participants and lecturers: panel discussions at the end of each session, 
evening events, remote location for summer school, etc. 

• Care for children is offered in order to allow young parents to participate in the 
summer school. 

• The announcement of the summer school is done exclusively by email and 
internet. 

Central elements of the web-based lecture course concept are: 

• The web-based lecture course concept comprises the full set of pedagogical 
means, lectures, exercises, seminars, library, etc., though not all these 
elements can be implemented with the RENEW project due to the limited 
budget. 

• The lectures are presented in the form of videos which are essentially 
recorded during the RENEW summer schools. 

The videos consist of the recorded lecture and integrated presentation slides. 
 

5 Production of a web-based lecture course (WP6.3) 
Videos have been produced on the basis of the lectures given at the first summer 
school in 2005. As the video files are too large for down-load from the web, short 
sequences were produced and put on the web. Those who want to see the videos in 
full length have the possibility to order the DVD with the Summer School 2005 
Proceedings from B.A.U.M. Consult against a handling fee. 
The short versions of the videos together with the written proceedings of the summer 
school form the basis of the web-based lecture course which was made available on 
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a server of B.A.U.M. Consult. The respective web-site has the same design as the 
RENEW homepage. Direct access is possible from the RENEW website. 
 

6 Pilot implementation of a summer school (WP6.4) 
The pilot implementation of a summer school has been done as 1st European 
Summer School on Renewable Motor Fuels from 29 to 31 August 2005 on the 
Environmental Campus in Birkenfeld, Germany (see programme on next page). 
With 111 participants, 35% students, 65% persons in professional live from a broad 
range of industries, research institutes, administration, etc. coming from 16 
countries, and with 23 high-quality lectures, the summer school has been a big 
success. 
Questionnaires have been distributed to the participants for giving a feed-back on 
the event as a whole as well as the individual lecturers. Points could be given from 1 
(very good) to 5 (very bad). 
It is very encouraging that the programme and the topics chosen got a mark of 1.63 
on the average, i.e. a good to very good rating. Individual comments given by the 
participants indicate, that the main point moving participant not to give a “very good” 
was that the programme focused too much on 2nd generation biofuels – a point 
hardly to avoid in the RENEW project. 
Equally, the location was rated very positively and thus the concept of organising the 
summer school in a well accessible, but rather remote place without distraction, 
where participants and lecturers stay together in breaks and in the evening. 
The comments on the individual lecturers were very telling and apparently well 
reflected too, allowing for a good basis for establishing the next summer schools 
lecturer list. The point which led primarily to different ratings of the referents was 
their capability to keep within the foreseen time limit. Apart from that, all referents got 
rather good ratings. 
Activities in this workpackage included: 

(1) Pre-selection of presentations; 
(2) Invitation to pre-selected speakers to provide both a paper and a 

presentation; 
(3) Review of papers and presentations both from a scientific aspect (more 

related to quality and relevance of content) and from an educational aspect 
(more related to form of presentation, quality of setting of subject in a wider 
context, etc.) and final selection of speakers; 

(4) Final selection and briefing of speakers; 
(5) Two announcements including final programme; 
(6) Final definition of all local arrangements; 
(7) Collection of final version of papers for summer school proceedings; 
(8) Implementation of the summer school; 
(9) Production of the summer school proceedings. 
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The second summer school programme and relevant figures on the participants and 
their feed-back is shown on the next pages. 
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Participants‘ feed-back on event

student 13 partner 4 other prof. 11

male 20 female 8

accomplishment of the event
Very good Good Okay Bad Very bad 

Programme  and topics chosen 12 13 2 0 0 1,63
Time-flow of programme 2 14 7 3 2 2,61
Announcement of the topics 6 17 5 0 0 1,96
Signage of location 12 11 4 1 0 1,79
Quality of location 11 12 5 0 0 1,79
General atmosphere 9 10 4 0 0 1,78

1,93

 
 
 
 

Feed-back on accommodation

accommodation

Very good Good Okay Bad Very bad 
Price-performance ratio 6 13 10 0 0 2,14
Distance to lecture room 13 7 9 0 0 1,86

2

all 3
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Feed-back on catering

catering
Very good Good Okay Bad Very bad 

Menus offered 4 15 8 2 0 2,28
Taste 3 10 14 2 0 2,52
Price 8 12 9 0 0 2,03

2,28

 
 
 
 

Feed-back on accessibility

access to the event
Very good Good Okay Bad Very bad 

Description of the access 6 16 5 2 0 2,1
Accessibility 7 15 5 0 2 2,14

0 0 0 0 0 2,12
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Feed-back on lecturers: overall average

SPEAKER AVERAGE 1 2 3 4 5 2,17
                                               Personal review              
The content o. t. speech

Very 
good

Good Okay Bad Very 
bad 2,1

was well-fitting to its subject 1,9
was logic, comprehensible and practical 2,2
The Speaker 2,2
used technical terms and explained them 2,3
responded to questions of the auditory 2,2
limited the length of his speech to a 
appropriate time

2,3

spoke loud, clear and understandable 2,2
used facilities for a better performance 2,3

 
 
 
 

7 Summer school 2007 (WP6.5) 
The organisation of the second summer school in Poland was in pattern with the first 
summer school in Germany: Two announcements were published and a 
comprehensive information package for participants was made available on the 
RENEW website. The actions until the event itself comprised registration of 
participants, final fine-tuning of local arrangements, and up-date of the information 
package. 
The Summer School took place from 29-31 August 2007 on the campus on the 
Agricultural University of Warsaw. 25 lectures were given and 3 flash-light 
presentations of summer school participants (students) who are not RENEW 
partners. 69 participants from 15 countries joint the event, out of which 36% were 
students and 38% women. The targets to increase both students and women 
participation compared to the first summer school were fully achieved. Further, the 
distribution of country or origin was more balanced than in 2005. 
The feed-back of the participants which collected via a short questionnaire was 
overwhelmingly positive. The analysis of the feed-back was presented at the 8th 
RENEW plenary meeting in Dublin on 26th September 2007. The Summer School 
proceedings were published in September 2007 on the RENEW website shortly 
before the plenary meeting. 
Activities included: 

(1) Development of a draft concept (2 options) and submission to the 
Coordination Committee; 
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(2) Finalisation of the concept; 
(3) Selection of a venue in Poland; 
(4) Pre-selection of presentations; 
(5) Invitation to pre-selected speakers to provide both a paper and a 

presentation; 
(6) Review of papers and presentations both from a scientific aspect (more 

related to quality and relevance of content) and from an educational 
aspect (more related to form of presentation, quality of setting of subject in 
a wider context, etc.) and final selection of speakers; 

(7) Final selection and briefing of speakers; 
(8) Two announcements including final programme; 
(9) Final definition of all local arrangements; 
(10) Collection of final version of papers for summer school proceedings; 
(11) Implementation of the summer school; 
(12) Production of the summer school proceedings. 

 
The second summer school programme and relevant figures on the participants and 
their feed-back is shown on the next pages. 
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Feed-back: accomplishment of the event

4864Description of the access
to the event in the
announcements 

4155General atmosphere

10113Quality of locations

21255Signage of location

6135Announcement of the
topics

27105Time-flow of programme

1167Programme and topics
chosen

Very badBadOkayGoodVery
good

 
 
 
 

Feed-back: quality of lectures

3. A. Lappas: Fischer-Tropsch heavy products upgrading 

2. I. Landälv: The status of the Chemrec black liquor 
gasification concept

1. M. Specht: Why bio-fuels? An introduction to the topicThe three best lectures
concerning the rhetoric
of the speaker? 

3. U. Zuberbühler: Gasification of biomass-an overview 
ion available technologies

2. M. Tuchschmid: Life cycle assessment of different 
biomass fuels

1. M. Specht: Why bio-fuels? An introduction to the topicThe three best lectures
concerning their
content?
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Feed-back: accommodation

23567Distance to
lecture room

004109Price-
performance 
ratio

Very
bad

BadOkayGoodVery
good

 
 
 
 

Feed-back: catering

156111Price

16881Taste 

131090Menus offered

Very 
bad

BadOkayGoodVery 
good

 
 
 



RENEW – B.A.U.M. Consult GmbH: SP6 Final Scientific Report as at: 20.03.2008 

  16 

 

8 Subproject management (WP6.6) 
The coordination activities at the beginning of the project focused on finding a proper 
time and place for implementing the gender mainstreaming session. 
In the second year, they were dominated by the discussion of the subproject leader 
with the members of the Coordination Committee about the exact programme and 
lecturers of the summer school. In particular, some members of the Coordination 
Committee were very concerned about a potential lecture on pure vegetable oil 
which they wanted to discard. This happened finally in full agreement of all parties, 
because the chosen lecturer did not submit in time a paper which could be 
considered as fitting with the required quality standards. 
The further decision processes around the finalisation of the programme for the 
summer school 2007 as well as on the details of the organisation went on much 
more smoothly. 
A number of subproject meetings were organised, generally linked to the plenary 
progress meeting. In addition, one subproject meeting took place at the office of 
B.A.U.M. in Munich and one at CUTEC in Clausthal-Zellersfeld. The bulk of the 
subproject coordination however, was organised via email and phone. The 
production of the film was managed in very close co-operation with the Consortium 
Committee. 
A specific contribution of SP6 to the RENEW project as a whole was the 
development of the logo and flyer design in the frame of the 1st summer 
school preparation by the marketing department of B.A.U.M. Consult GmbH. 
On demand of the overall project coordinator, B.A.U.M. allowed to use the 
design also for other purposes in the project, e.g. the flyers with the 
programme of the plenary meetings. 
 
 

9 RENEW Film production (WP6.7) 
 
The main objective was to disseminate the results of the RENEW project in the most 
efficient and effective way including the audiovisulal presentation in television in 
order to achieve a wide audience. 
A small working group was setup by members of the coordination committee who 
defined the scope and content of the film. A tender for a film was performed and as 
the maker Fact+Film GmbH in Bremen selected. The main facts: A 20 minute film on 
the RENEW project presenting results of the subprojects and the assessment of 
pathways. The script and all details were setup in close cooperation with the film 
group and the Coordination Committee. The final version was commented and 
revised by all partners. The camera team travelled to a variety of locations including 
Warsaw (Poland), Piteo (Sweden), Dublin (Ireland), Clausthal Zellerfeld, Karlsruhe 
(Germany), Güssing (Austria), Seville (Spain) and used supplied materials from 
several contractors including VW, Daimler, Volvo, Renault and Choren. 
 


